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About the Cover: VSA arts of Alabama’s 2007 Annual Report features one of our ArtPartners mas-
terpieces by VSA arts of Alabama Art Therapist Ali DeCamillis and the adults who attend the South 
Highland Center, a program specializing in care for persons with Alzheimer’s Disease and other 
memory disorders. It portrays a man reflecting back on his life, reminiscing about the innocence of 
youth, the quiet waters of older adulthood, and all the time in between.

VSA arts of Alabama is a United Way of 
Central Alabama Special Project Partner

2007 annual report
to the community

Making a difference...through the arts!

far left: An ArtPartners on the Bay Masterpiece created by Nancy Raia and Ricky Trione;
near left: Paul Ware and Anna Wallace collaborate on their masterpiece for ArtPartners.

2006-2007 financial information (audited)

Fundraising: $144,683

Grants: $278,950

In-Kind: $54,900

Fee for Service: $39,750

Donations: $14,762

Miscellaneous: $790

Programs & Services:
$429,608

Management & General Operations: $41,532

Revenue
$533,835

expenses
$471,140

physical  1915 4th Avenue South • Birmingham, AL 35233
mailing  P.O. Box 12504 • Birmingham, AL 35202-2504

phone  205-307-6300 • fax  205-307-6966

web  www.vsartsalabama.org

The participants from the Arc of 
South Talladega County in a VSA 
production of the “Wizard of Oz.”



Letter from the executive director

Dear Friends,

It is an honor to present to you VSA arts of Ala-
bama’s 2007 annual report to the community! In 
the past twelve months, we have seen first hand 
the inspirational and healing impact of the arts 
for people with disabilities and chronic illnesses. 
From young children at UCP Hand in Hand to se-
nior adults at McCoy Adult Day Center and in the 
serenity of UAB’s Palliative Comfort Care Unit or in 
the Hemotology/Oncology Division at Children’s 
Hospital—the arts provide a universal way of com-
municating, learning, coping and shining.  

We could not provide services to persons with dis-
abilities and chronic illnesses statewide without the 
support of our volunteers, board members, artists, 
friends and families, donors, funders, advocates 
and community partners. Our community is spe-
cial—everyone shares and wants to make an im-
pact. Through VSA arts of Alabama, our commu-
nity is making an impact:  through 42 community 
programs and six healthcare settings, over 3,100 
persons with disabilities and chronic illnesses and 
their families have been given the opportunity to 
learn from, participate in and enjoy the arts. We 
thank you for all of your support which allows us 
to do the work we do in our community.

Finally, we begin 2008 with a new home for our 
state office: 1915 4th Avenue South, Birmingham, 
Alabama. We are so grateful to the Children’s 
Health System for three wonderful years on its 
campus and we are delighted that we have found 
our new location allowing even greater visibility 
and accessibility for the people whom we serve. 
Please come and see us and see firsthand the im-
pact you are making.

For VSA arts of Alabama,
Patti Hendrix Lovoy, Executive Director

Arts in Community 

We hosted artist in residencies in drama, visual arts (including art therapy), drum-
ming and rhythm and music therapy at 17 community sites across the state in 

2007. Through our Arts in Community programming, VSA saw children and adults 
transform into talented artists and musicians who had the opportunity to shine and 
showcase their creativity…through the arts! Our 15th Annual Creativity—Art in the 
Magic City juried exhibition, held at the AT&T Alabama Operations Center, gave many 
talented Alabama artists the opportunity to market their work to a new audience and 
to participate in a juried exhibition.

People Served: 800 

The Impact/Results:
Through arts in community settings we saw increased 
communication, self-esteem, and further development 
of artistic skills and techniques in many artists who 
participated in our programs. In 2007, we enjoyed an  
increased number of adult artists exhibiting in our 
juried art exhibition who had recently participated in 
a VSA Artist in Residency program.

Arts in Education

ArtPartners, our signature mentoring in the arts program, brought together more than 
350 art partnerships in four communities (Birmingham, Mobile, Fairhope and Syla-

cauga) in 2007. Community artists and people with disabilities developed friendships 
and learned artistic skills together, while creating a collaborative masterpiece! Our pro-
gramming at Epic School brought new art, music and theatre experiences to many talent-
ed students. We celebrated our fifth year of drumming and rhythm programming with 
the talented students at the Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind. These students have 

enjoyed learning teamwork, cooperation, and commu-
nication through the art of drumming and rhythm.

People Served: 725

The Impact/Results:  
Many participants in VSA arts in education pro-
gramming learned new artistic techniques while 
experimenting with different media. Many partici-
pants in our ArtPartners program noted increased 
social skills, communication, cooperation and team 
work as a result of collaborating through the arts. 

Education Partners Include:  
Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind, Epic 
School, CreativeFest Exhibit Participating Schools

People Served: 726

The Impact/Results:  
Many patients and family members noted 
that participation in arts programming re-
sulted in reduced stress and anxiety typically 
associated with hospital visits and chronic 
medical conditions. Through our arts in 
healthcare programming, many patients in-
dicated an increased ability to communicate 
and express their emotions.

Arts in Healthcare Partners Include:
Children’s Health System, UAB Center for 
Palliative Care, Alabama Department of 
Rehabilitation Services Children’s Rehabili-
tation Services

About VSA arts of Alabama: 
VSA arts of Alabama is 
a statewide, nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
providing opportunities in 
the arts for people with 
chronic illnesses and
disabilities. The organization 
is an affiliate of VSA arts, 
an international nonprofit 
organization serving millions 
of people with disabilities 
every year through a
network of affiliates in every 
state and in 55 countries 
worldwide. VSA arts was 
founded in 1974 by
Ambassador Jean Kennedy 
Smith as an affiliate of the 
John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts.

Mission

Our mission is to provide
opportunities in the arts
for people with chronic
illnesses and disabilities.

“The VSA drumming program
at the Helen Keller School is beneficial in
so many ways.  Not only does it provide
a musical opportunity for our students,

but it encompasses our whole curriculum. We
have students with deficient verbal skills, and

we have seen a marked improvement
in their expressive language. This program

has become an integral part of the
Helen Keller School Program.”

–Stephanie McGhee, Creative Arts Teacher,
Helen Keller School on the campus of

the Alabama Institute of the Deaf and Blind.

Community Partners Include:
1920 Club, The Arc of South Talladega County, The Arc 
of the Shoals, The Arc of Walker County, Mobile ARC, 
UCP Birmingham, UCP Huntsville, UCP Hand-in-Hand, 
McCoy Adult Day Care, South Highland Center, Lake-
shore Foundation, Vent Kids Camp, Children’s Dance 
Foundation, JBS MH/MR Authority Deaf Services, Clarke 
County ARC, AIDS Alabama and Workshops, Inc.

VSA Art Therapist Ali 
DeCamillis and Lamar 
Benefield became fast 
friends through
ArtPartners.

Arts in healthcare

Building a bridge between Birmingham’s world-renowned healthcare community 
and the arts is a priority for VSA arts of Alabama. In 2007, we brought the visual 

arts, art therapy, music therapy and drumming and rhythm to patients and family 
members in healthcare settings in Birmingham.

VSA arts of Alabama 2007 Highlights

•	Selected as a United Way of Central Alabama Special Project Partner

•	Brought together more than 350 partnerships in four communities (Birmingham, Fairhope, 	
	 Mobile & Sylacauga) through our ArtPartners program

•	Hosted a theatrical production of The Wizard of Oz with the Arc of South Talladega County 	
	 participants—more than 200 community members attended the dinner theatre performance

•	Provided Artist in Residencies in 13 sites across the state

•	Presented a Drumming Spectacular in Mobile bringing drumming and rhythm activities to 	
	 more than 180 adults

•	 Showcased more than 213 works of art created by adults with disabilities in Creativity—Art 	
	 in the Magic City, our annual, statewide, juried art exhibit

•	Hosted two training workshops entitled “Using the Arts Inclusively” for staff members of 		
	 organizations serving people with disabilities and community artists

•	Displayed art in five community gallery spaces in the Birmingham area, giving 65 artists 		
	 the opportunity to market their work in a professional setting

“It is amazing to see the VSA teaching artists
come into our classrooms, where children with and without disabilities

learn side-by-side, and provide every child an equal opportunity to
express their creativity. There are magical changes that have occurred because

of the opportunities VSA has presented to every child and adult enabling
them to release the creativity that is in each of them.”

–Dr. Gary Edwards, Executive Director,
United Cerebral Palsy of Greater Birmingham

John Scalici leads partici-
pants at the Arc of Walker 
County in a “personal 
rhythm” activity during 
the summer program.

Mallory McLendon and 
Susan Dumas showcase 
their ArtPartners
masterpieces.

“Our partnership with
VSA continues to provide 
an added dimension to the 

holistic care model for our
patients, their families and our

staff. The ability to explore
emotional expression through an 

artistic outlet with a trained
professional through VSA adds 

tremendously to the experience
of those facing advanced
illness as well as the ones

who care for them.” 

–Dr. Rodney Tucker, Medical Director,
UAB Palliative Medicine Program




